Liver metastases of a minute rectal carcinoid less than 5mm in diameter: a case report.
We report a case of liver metastases of a minute rectal carcinoid less than 5mm in diameter, which was found during the postoperative follow-up course of a stomach cancer patient. For the early stomach cancer, laparoscope-assisted distal gastrectomy with lymph node dissection was performed on August 26, 1998. Later, abdominal CT revealed space-occupying lesions in the liver (S2). Metastatic tumors of the stomach cancer were suspected, but further examination revealed that the lesions were metastatic tumors due to a rectal carcinoid tumor. Ten months later, metastatic carcinoid tumors were found in the liver (S1, S5, S6, S7, S8). Subsegmentectomy of the liver (S7) and microwave coagulation therapy (S1, S5, S6, S8) were performed. Carcinoid tumors metastatic to the lymph nodes, liver, and other areas have been reported, but all were larger than 20mm in diameter. In this case, the primary tumor was less than 5mm in diameter, which is extremely rare. This patient was successfully treated with lateral segmentectomy, subsegmentectomy (S7), microwave coagulation therapy of the liver, and transanal extirpation. She is presently in a good condition and has had no recurrence of the carcinoid tumor from ten months after the last hepatectomy.